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Mount Vernon Assembly:

What is the purpose of the Mount Vernon Assembly?
The purpose of the Mount Vernon Assembly is two-fold. First, it is to foster communication and interaction
between the states. Working together as states to influence Congress and the direction of the country has proven
difficult throughout our QDWLRQ·V history. Unfortunately, due to the inherent nature of the states being independent,
we have not worked well together in the past. These types of meetings were used often by our Founders, and have
proven to be effective at building consensus through relationships.
The second purpose of the Assembly is to discuss and consider a Convention of the States in 2014 that is solely
focused on the task of writing the rules for an Article V Convention. Historically, there have been over 600
applications sent to Congress for the purpose of amending the US Constitution under authorization of Article V, yet
no Convention for Proposing Amendments has ever been called. There has also been increased activity surrounding
an Article V convention in recent years from states around the country. The Mount Vernon Assembly plans to
discuss how we, as states, can write the rules around such a convention and ensure we are being proper stewards of
our constitutional responsibilities. This would allow each legislature to focus on the merits of an application·s
subject matter instead of being tied up in debate on process. The states have never been successful at actually
convening an Article V Convention because the focus has always been on subject matter, instead of the details of the
process.
We know writing the rules for a convention of the states, including an Article V Convention, is the responsibility of
the states. The 10th Amendment specifies that the powers not specifically enumerated to the federal government in
the Constitution belong to the states. Based on the makeup of the state legislatures it is clear that these rules must be
agreed upon in a bipartisan fashion. We have been given a clear directive by the public that they want us to work
together. The states can set an example to the federal government that it is possible to work together.
What exactly would the Assembly do?
The Assembly will (1) analyze the instructions defined in the Constitution, (2) review the rules that have historically
governed the body, and (3) draft an agenda for a Convention of the States to Write the Rules. This agenda would
clearly lay out all of the procedures and rules that need to be defined in order to create certainty and predictability of
the body.
The Convention of the States to Write the Rules would then execute the agenda. A tentative date for a rules writing
convention will be discussed. If the rules were drafted, a minimum of a simple majority of states would need to vote
affirmative in order for them to be officially adopted. However, it is our objective to have input by all states and
have consensus of at least three-fourths of these states.
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How did the event come to be?
Over the past year there have been conversations between various legislators from across the country on the subject
of Article V of the Constitution. The common theme in those discussions, regardless of political preference, was the
uncertainty of the process.
The goal was to find a bipartisan solution that would lead to the least number of legal issues, and the consensus was
WKDWZULWLQJWKHUXOHVDURXQGD&RQYHQWLRQRIWKH6WDWH·VEHVWILWWKDW goal. The members of the Steering Committee
all have experience with the Article V issue and recognize the historical importance of this endeavor.

How do you know these rules will govern future Conventions?
Continuity could be written into the rules. This precedent already exists with legislative bodies. An example is the
Wisconsin State Assembly, which is a new body every two years. Rule 92 states:

´&RQWLQXLW\RIDVVHPEO\UXOHV The rules of the assembly remain in effect until amended or rescinded by the
assembly. At the beginning of a new biennial session, the rules of the assembly in effect at the conclusion of the
preceding regular session remain in force until superseded by assembly rules adopted in the new session of the
OHJLVODWXUHµ
Why was Mount Vernon chosen for this event?
Mount Vernon is the home of George Washington, the father of our country. He was a man of extreme integrity
who is respected by all and provides an example of how to transcend political affiliation for a common cause. He
played a key role in pulling together the Philadelphia Convention of 1787 and presided over the body. The result of
the Convention was a document that has transformed the world as we know it.
The site will not only be an inspiration to those attending, but will provide access to helpful research documents on
how Washington thought and governed the Philadelphia Convention. The estate just completed the dedication of
their new library, which is where the meeting will be held.

Who will be allowed to attend?
Only registered legislators who are currently serving in their state will be allowed into the meeting. A Valid Photo
ID will be required for credentials. This is to ensure the meeting is free from outside political influence.
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What is the cost to attend?
There is no cost for the meeting. However, if you are interested in visiting the facilities at Mount Vernon after the
meeting you can do so at your own cost.

Is there a deadline for selecting attendees?
We kindly ask that you notify us by November 15 with your attendees for planning purposes.

Why was the date of December 7, 2013 chosen?
The date was chosen because two of the largest legislative organizations (NCSL and ALEC) are holding their fall
meeting that week, so a large number of legislators will already be in Washington D.C., thus minimizing travel costs.

What are the hours of the meeting?
Check-in will take place between 8:30am and 9:00am. The meeting will begin promptly at 9:00am, at which time an
agenda will be provided. It is estimated to end by 1:00pm.
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